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Try murder suspects as adults

A little over a month ago, my son, Duane

Samuels, answered his door and, according
to police, was confronted by an armed
juvenile, who forced his way into the house
and murdered him. Police say that after the
killing he took my son’s car, bragged about
the killing to a friend and then returned to
the house with another friend to view the
body. The suspected murderer and the
friend then allegedly hid the body, drank
my son’s beer, »oow.évmn&&oswgmm they
wanted and then drove around in his car
until they were caught two days later..
There is a real possibility that the suspect

will be walking the streets of Anchorage in -

the near future without ever being tried for
this crime. It seems that. in order for
Someone under 18 to be tried for a crime, his
juvenile status must be waived. If no waiver

» Needham said at the
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request is made or if a Superior Court. judge.
rejects the waiver, then the maximum time
that a judge can hold him in custody is two
years. The friend has been charged with joy

riding and burglary and will not be tried as
an adult.

My immediate family ahd I have peti-
tioned the court to allow us to attend the
juvenile status hearings of the person who

murdered - our son. But public defenders -

Susan Orlansky and Blair McCune have
objected to our presence at the hearings on
the grounds that our presence might not be
in the best interest of the child. This
contention is absurd. Are we going to hurt
his feelings? . _

The public defenders also say that since
there has been no publicity about the case
there is no need to .allow. the family to
attend. The public defender apparently feels
that what the public doesn’t know won't
hurt them. :

We want to be there to insure that this
terrible crime is not swept under the rug of
a system of justice that says persons under
18 are not responsible for their actions. A
system that says that the public, family and
friends of Duane have no right to know who

killed him or the circumstances of his death.
I urge everyone to write their state
representatives and ask them to change the
law so that any person, regardless of age,
who is charged with a violent crime is
automatically tried as an adult. The present
system, as witnessed by the defense objec-
tions, is an obscenity.
: — Charles B. Samuels
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Police arrest
teen in killing

Boy; 16, found in victim’s car

By MARILEE ENGE
Daily News reporter

A 16-year-old boy was ar-
rested Friday and charged
with murdering a man found
shot to death in his closet on
Thursday. The youth was
captured when a patrolman
spotted him in the victim’s
sports car.

Police said the boy, a high
school dropout, shot 29-
year-old Duane Samuels nu-
merous times after Samuels
interrupted a burglary in his
South Anchorage home. His
silver 1987 Mazda was miss-
ing when the body was
found.

Patrolman John Reed
spotted the car at Arctic and
Dimond boulevards Friday
morning. A 15-year-old boy
and two girls in the car were
also taken in for questioning
but the girls were later re-
leased.

The 16-year-old was
charged with first-degree
murder, first-degree theft,
three counts of first-degree
burglary and criminal mis-
chief. The. 15-year-old was
charged with two counts of
burglary and criminal mis-
chief, police said.

Their names were not re-
vealed because the release of
juvenile criminals’ identities

is against state law.

Samuels’ father found the
body in the closet of his
son’s townhouse at 2050
Innes Circle Thursday morn-
ing. The father had not seen
Samuels for several days
and went to check on him,
according to police. Capt.
Tom Walker said Samuels
apparently was killed on
Wednesday.

Samuels worked as a
building inspector for the
U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers on the island of She-
mya, Walker said. His home
had been burglarized two
weeks earlier while he was
out of town.

Wednesday, he apparently
came home and found in-
truders in the house. He was
shot with a .357-caliber Mag-
num. A revolver of that cali-
ber, taken during an Anchor-
age burglary several days
ago, was found in the sus-
pect’s possession, Walker
said. The younger boy has a
record of car theft, he said.

The four teen-agers had
spent Thursday night in the -
stolen car, according to
Walker. All but the murder
suspect are runaways.

Walker said the state will
seek to have the boys tried
as adults.



Youth charged in townhouse Killing s

By BARBARA ROGERS
Times Writer

A 16-year-old boy is being held today after
police said he shot and killed a 29-year-old
man while burglarizing the man’s South An-
chorage townhouse.

Anchorage police said the boy went back
into the home later to show a friend the body
and to steal beer from the refrigerator. The
youths then took the victim’s car, said Capt.
Tom Walker, who heads the department’s in-
vestigations division.

Dead is Duane Samuels, of 2050 Innes Cir-
cle. Samuels was employed by the Corps of
Engineers in Shemya. Coworkers became

concerned and called his family when the
man failed to return to the job after a few
days off in Anchorage, Walker said. Samuels’
father stopped by the townhouse Thursday
and found his son’s body slumped in the
closet.

The shooting apparently took place some-
time Wednesday morning after Samuels’
roommate had gone to work, Walker said.
When he returned Wednesday evening, the
roommate thought Samuels’ was away from
the townhouse because the victim’s car was
gone, the police captain said.

Walker said the boy confessed to killing

Samuels while being interviewed Friday af-

ternoon by Anchorage police detectives.
Walker said he is being charged with first-
degree murder and burglary.

Walker said Samuels apparently surprised
the teen-ager, who was armed with a hand-
gun, and went for a shotgun stored in his bed-
room closet. The boy shot Samuels in the
head and back, Walker said.

The boy left the house, then returned with
the friend, according to the police report.
The friend then took Samuels’ car, the police
captain said.

The names of both youths have been with-
held because they are juveniles, Walker said.

See Youth, page B-6

Continued from page B-1

The second youth will be charged
with burglary and auto theft.

Patrol Officer John Reed saw
Samuels’ car being driven by the
suspect’s friend on Friday morn-
ing about 8:45 a.m. near the in-
tersection of Arctic and Dimond
boulevards. Also in the car were
the suspect and two teen-age
girls, the police captain said.

The teen-agers were taken to
the station for questioning, and
Samuels’ vehicle, a 1987 silver
sports car, was towed to the
state crime lab for testing.

Walker said police will push to
have the suspect tried in adult

w e

court, in part because he was
committing a burglary while
armed and he brought the friend
back to home to view.the body
and steal beer. “But (that’s) up
to the court,” he said.

Assistant District Attorney
Mary Anne Henry, who had re-
ceived only sketchy details about
the case Friday afternoon, said
trying the boy as an adult is a
possibility.

In the meantime, her office
will file a petition to have the boy
declared a delinquent. That pro-
cess is closed to the public. The
prosecution will remain closed
unless the court determines his
juvenile status will be waived,
she said.
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Teen-ager’s

confession
admissible

By L1Z RUSKIN :
Daily News reporter :

A teen-ager’s confession that he shot a
South Anchorage engineer and left his body
in a closet does not have to be thrown out,
the Alaska Supreme Court ruled Thursday,
clearing the way for the youth to be tried as
an adult. :

“I’m very happy. ... We’ve waited pretty
long for this,”” said Chuck Samuels, who
found the body of his 29-year-old son four
years ago this month. Duane Samuels had
been shot three times in the bedroom closet
of his townhouse. ¢ ’

The high court’s decision overturns a
Court of Appeals ruling that 16-year-old
Jonathan Norton’s confession was inadmis-
sible because police did not contact his
parents before the interview began.

Please see Page D-2, COURT
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COURT: Alaska’ Sup'reme’ Court rules

( Continued from Page D-1 J

According to police, Nor-
ton lived in Samuel’s neigh-
borhood and had been eye-
ing his car for weeks. He
was alone when he shot
Samuels and took the car
keys, but he later returned
to the scene to show the
body to a friend and take
some beer from the refriger-
ator, authorities said.

Police found Norton and
three juvenile friends riding
in the dead man’s silver
sports car a couple of days
after the shooting.

Norton was taken to the
police station. Before he was
questioned, Anchorage Po-
lice Sgt. Mike Grimes called
Assistant District Attorney
Steve Branchflower for ad-
vice on procedure for ques-
tioning juveniles. Branch-
flower told him juveniles
must be asked if they want
their parents notified but

right to have his parents
called.

Acting on that advice,
Grimes read Norton his Mir-
anda rights and asked if he
wanted someone to call his
parents. : ‘

Norton said he didn’t
want his parents called, then
confessed on videotape to
killing Samuels and to steal-
ing his car. He also led
police to the murder weapon
and other incriminating evi-
dence. :

The confession was used
to convince a judge that Nor-
ton should be tried as an
adult. In Alaska, the court
can waive a youth’s juvenile
status if it is determined the
defendant cannot be rehabil-
itated by age 20.

The Court of Appeals said
in 1991 that the judge’s deci-
sion and the confession had
to be thrown out because the
police should have called
Norton’s parents.

relying on the Alaska Delin-
quency Rules, which say po-
lice must ‘‘immediately’’ no-
tify parents when they
arrest a juvenile.

In their appeal to the Su-
preme Court, state prosecu-
tors said the rule was incon-
sistent  with 'the 'more
important state statute that
says police must notify par-
ents “‘immediately, and in
no event more than 12 hours
later.”

The Supreme Court said
the two aren’t necessarily
inconsistent and that the po-
lice didn’t violate either be-
cause they notified the par-
ents within 12 hours, the
outside time limit for paren-
tal notification. ‘

“We interpret the term
‘immediately’ to mean the
same thing in both the rule
and the statute,” Supreme
Court Justice Warren Mat-
thews wrote in Thursday’s
opinion.

that a juvenile can waive his

The Court of Appeals was

Besides, the

3 teen-ager’s confessions admissible

Court ruled, juveniles can
give up their rights to paren-
tal notification as long as
the decision is voluntary and
the youth knows what he or
she is doing. ;

" The ruling was vindica-
tion for Branchflower, who
had lived with the prospect
that much of the prosecu-
tion’s case would be thrown
out because of his advice to
police.

“It’s a load off my mind,”
Branchflower said Thurs-
day.

Norton, now 20, is behind
bars at Cook Inlet Pre-Trial
Facility.

While he is pleased with

the Supreme Court’s ruling,

Chuck Samuels said justice
for his son’s killer is still a
long time off.

“This is just one more
step. ... It’s been four years
now,” said Samuels, who
admits to growing cynical
about the juvenile waiver
system. ‘““You realize when

you’re involved in one of
these procedures how absurd
the whole system is.”

The case will return to

Superior Court Judge Peter

Michalski for a ruling on
whether Norton voluntarily
gave up his right to have his
parents called.

District Attorney Ed
McNally said that hurdle
shouldn’t be too hard to
clear because Norton begged
police not to call his parents.
Still, he said, trial will like-
ly be months away. At the
earliest.

"“This case is a poster
chlld for why Alaska needs
to enact a juvenile-waiver
law,” McNally said.

He gnd other opponents of
changing the juvenile justice
system say 16- and 17-year-
olds accused of murder or
other serious crimes should
automatically be treated as
adults.

The ‘“‘vast majority” of
teen-agers accused of murder.

are tried as adults anyway, ’

but the current waiver pro-
cedure can delay a trial two
to four years, McNally said.
In the meantime, victim’s
families are left to twist in
the wind.

Sidney Billingslea, an at-
torney with the Office of
Ifublic Advocacy, said the
time is worth taking. If a
juvenile offender can be re-
habilitated by age 20, soci-
ety should make the effort
to reform that person, rather
than compound the tragedy
of juvenile crime by throw-
ing the juvenile in adult
prison, she said.

Billingslea acknowledged
that victims’ families want
closure, but it doesn’t bring
back the dead. :

; “I don’t think that speed
is always the answer to jus-
tice,”’ Billingslea said.

Supreme
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4 years after crime, ur
still hold juvenile murder

Under new law, accused would have been tried a

By SHEILA TOOMEY BT = 9 ;-
Daily News reporter B INKED: Governor m-m@q

Four years after Duane Samuels N cfime package. B-2 Wl
was sho death in his own bed- 3
room, lawyers for the young man
who confessed to the murder are
still trying to keep their client from
being tried as an adult by appealing
the case for the second time.

The battle over the fate of Jona-
than Norton, now 21, has gone from
the Superior Court to the Court of
Appeals to the Alaska Supreme
Court, back to the Superior Court
and now to the Court of Appeals

again.
There is little doubt the case will
end up in the Supreme Court —

again.

Frustrated and angry, Duane’s
brother, Ralph Samuels, testified
Monday before the Judicial Conduct
Commission in Juneau, urging them
to censure the justices g‘ the Su-
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CASE: 4 years after crime, Alaska cd

l Continued from Page A-1 ]

about one thing. A new law reclassifying 16-
and 17-year-olds as adults if they are
charged with major, violent felonies passed
the legislature this session, and the gover-
nor’s office says he plans to sign it when it
reaches him.

Samuels lobbied hard for the new law. “I
knocked on every door down there,” he
said. He doesn’t think the law would have
saved his brother’s life, but ‘‘it will save
someone else in the future.”

The new law affects 16- and 17-year-olds

system and cannot be jailed beyond his 2
birthday.

In practice, nearly all juveniles accuse
murder are waived into adult court. How
er, juveniles charged with rape and robb
are almost always left to the juve
system, because obtaining a waiver is *
only expensive but time consuming,”
District Attorney Ed McNally, noting
Norton case as an example of how long
process can take.

Under the new law, 16- and 17-yeal
armed robbers, a plentiful category of ¢
nals in Anchorage, will automaticall;

idered adults. Assi District A

accused of unclassified and Class A fel
which include first- and second-degree mur-
der, or laughter, kid first-degree
sexual assault, first-degree sexual abuse of a
minor if the victim is under 13, and first-de-
gree robbery.

Under present law, a 16- or 17-year-old
charged with one of these crimes is tried
first in juvenile court, where state prosecu-
tors have to prove he is ‘“‘unamenable to
treatment’” if they want him tried and
sentenced as an adult in Superior Court.

If*ca judge thinks the juve%le can be
rehabilitated, he remains in the juvenile

ney Steve Branchflower pointed to
armed robbery last month at the Huff:
Carrs.

Prosecutors have accused two 19-year
“adults” and two 17-year-old “‘juveni
with using a stolen jeep, two guns and a
of bear mace to steal $560 from the s
market on April 22. One of the juver
brandished one of the guns, accordin,
Assistant District Attorney Diane O

P Petice spotted the jeep almost infied
ly and eventually arrested all ft’)-z?\p

A
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Juvenile waived right, court rules

By SHEILA TOOMEY
Daily News reporter

A juvenile who confessed to mur-
der in 1989 voluntarily waived his
right to have a parent present during
police questioning, the Alaska Court
of Appeals ruled Thursday.

The case against Jonathan Norton
for the killing of Duane Samuels has
been bouncing around the courthouse
for five years and still has a few
bounces left before a trial can get
started. )

Norton was 16 when he confessed
to shooting Samuels after forcing his

way into Samuel’s home at gunpoint.
He wanted the victim’s keys so he
could steal his sports car, he told
police. At issue is a regulation that
says a juvenile’s parents have to be
called before police questioning can
begin.

Norton told police he didn’t want
his parents called, but defense attor-
neys have argued for five years
before three courts that a juvenile is
not competent to waive his right. At
one point, the Court of Appeals
decided the defense was correct, but
the Alaska Supreme Court overruled
it.
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Having concluded that a juvenile
can voluntarily waive his rights, the
high court sent the case back to
Superior Court Judge Peter Michal-
ski to determine if Norton’s waiver
was, in fact, voluntary.

Michalski said yes, and Thursday
the Court of Appeals agreed.

The defense can ask the appeals
court to reconsider its decision, then
appeal the decision back to the Su-
preme Court, which doesn't have to
accept the case.

Anchorage District Attorney Ed
McNally said his office is preparing
for trial.
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Charges filed
in ’89 slaying
Jonathan R. Norton,
who was a teen-ager
when he confessed to
killing a South -
Anchorage engineer
five years ago, was
charged with murder
in adult court’
Tuesday. Duane
Samuels was shot to
death in October 1989.
His body was found in
a closet in his South
Anchorage home.
Norton, then 16, was .
arrested a few days
later when police
found him riding in
Samuels’ sports car.
He confessed to the
slaying and to stealing
the car. A few days :
later, the state applied
to prosecute Norton as
an adult. Norton

- fought that effort but
lost his appeal to the
Alaska Supreme
Court. Norton, who
has been in Cook Inlet
Pre-Trial Facility
since at least 1993,
also was charged
Tuesday with robbery,
burglary and theft.
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ews reporter

FRAN DURNER | humn.qum
Jonathan Norton, right, in court Monday with his lawyer, Michael Karnavas

by the Alaska Legislature cally charged as adults.
last year, means 16- and %
17-year-olds accused of  Norton is to be s
murder and other serious

crimes are now automati-




2 IAM iy News
‘Jonathan Norton was
‘sentenced Friday for the
of Duane Samuels.
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- MURDER:
- Families torn

l *  Continued from Page A-1

~ to a silver Nissan sports car he had be
coveting for weeks as it sat in Samue

dri 2

2 m said he knew that Samuels,
~ 29-year-old ex}igineer, was home but didn

plan to kill him. :
In his confession, Norton told police
left the house with the car keys aft
disabling the phone and ordering Samuels
to stay under a pool table. He went back
when he spotted Samuels through a win-
dow, going into a bedroom. 3
~ “I thought he was gonna call the
lice,”” Norton said. ‘‘Thought there was
-another phone I didn’t know about.”
~ He encountered Samuels coming out of
‘the bedroom, apparently loading a shot-1

fired at him twice from a
him with both shots.
started to crawl

JIM LAVRAKAS | Daly News photo
After the verdict, Louise Norton holds back tears as she talks with a family friend, left, and
Blair McCune, assistant public defender.
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Samue_ls' head, according to Chief

ixaminer Michael Propsi planned ahead of time to kill Samuels,
but did so deliberately and purposefully
when the time came.

‘‘The state has repeatedly referred to
this killing in its submissions as sense-
less. It is not. ... The purpose of the
robbery was to gratify his desire to have
the victim'’s car and, also likely, to gratify
a need for some sort of personal recogni-
tion or status. .. That final shot was not
senseless, but deliberate and purposeful
and meant to serve the defendant’s inter-
ests,”” the judge said.

“He weighed the victim’'s life against
his desire to have his car before he went
to the house. There was not passion or
hate or ordinarily understood emotion
attendant on his conduct. ... He was not
borne along and sped to the conclusion by
a course of events imposed upon him.”

Rowland found Norton to be a poor
rehabilitation prospect. Before the mur-
der, Norton racked up a series of juvenile
offenses like shoplifting, truancy and bur-
glary. His family sent him to counselors
and even put him in a psychiatric hospital
for a while, but the treatment failed.
Norton is dangerous and unlikely to
change, Rowland said as he sentenced him
to the maxin.um and suspended 10 years.

Louise Norton sat crumpled in her seat,
comforted by friends as a guard led her
son away. She neyer managed to speak
directly to the Samuelses.

“I'm glad it’s all over with,” Chuck
Samuels said. ““I agree with the sentence.
I have a serious problem with the court
system because it took too long.”

|
_;%

gring her statement, Paula Lindstam, “I feel very sorry for her,” Sa
8ua"° Samuels’ sister, holds a portrait of said, watching Louise Norton as the g::‘llxerlts
ner murdered brmh'or room emptied around her. “I really do.

T've always felt they were ve ice
ble pain to someone peo})le and they were in no way tor%la?na
s ... In a way, it's worse on them now than
Judge Mark ys,” he said. “We can move on, They have
y not have to keep living with it.” ;




Public now gets

By LiZ RUSKIN
Daily News reporter

m JUVENILE DEBATE: How will Alas-
ka's news media use the newly available in-

formetiggAul tion officer’s orders.

A new state law that took effect New
G Year’s Day leaves accused cri Is as
T young as 13 exposed to public scrutiny.
For the first time, the Alaska Divi-

¢, sion of Family and Youth Services will
- be required to release the names of chil-

\ dren ages 13 and older who are accused
~ in juvenile court of rape, robbery, ar-
son, burglary, drug-dealing and other

serious offenses. ;

The new law doesn't allow the public
to review juvenile court files or give
them the right to sit in on delinquency
hearings. Instead, for cases subject to
the new law, the division will create a
public document that contains the mi-

cates for crime victims.

pectswhowereaccus

peek at teens chard

nor's name, the name of tfhe parg

a jption 0" f
andasmnmaryofmeilldgesorp
ol ice
“[ think it's great,” said Jank 2

. icti Justt
hart, director of Victims for 1%

Anchorage nonprofit group

es
n't release the nam b

of!
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Continued from Page A-1 l

rious felonies were tried as
adults. That also meant their
| names were disclosed almost
immediately.
Seizing on an idea that is
- popular nationally and with his
constituents, Rep. Pete Kelly,
- R-Fairbanks, argued the public
~ has a right to know more. The
bill he sponsored in the last
year’s legislative session ap-
plies to younger suspects and
less serious offenses, as well as
minors whose cases never seen
the light of a public courtroom.

The idea, Kelly said, was to
allow the public to protect it-
self from dangerous youths.
" The new public scrutiny also
| may expose flaws in a trou-
bled system, he said.

Social workers and chil-
_ dren’s advocates have said
- the law runs contrary to the
- goal of the traditional juve-
“ nile justice system. Confiden-
tiality, the say, gives young
offenders the protection they
need for a successful rehabil-
itation.
The law’s supporters say
the system has to keep up
with reality, and these days
young people aren’t Jjust
shoplifting and joyriding.
“The nature of juvenile
crime has changed dramati-
cally,” Kelly said. Young peo-
ple are committing armed
robberies, shooting each oth-
er, raping_their classmates,
he said. Parents should be
; .,,..""wm‘:‘&“ ?e ds dﬂ

their chi ’s friends an
o ‘nﬂx;ﬂ, he said.

Cynthili Strout, an at-
torney who often represents
juveniles sed of crimes,
sees a number of dangers in
the new disclosure law. For
one, she said, it requires that
a child's name be made pub-
lic before any conviction or

JUVENILES: Teens ID'd

court review.

“It’s putting an awful lot of
reliance on the initial assess-
ment of the case,” she said.

In the adult system, a de-
fendant who is arrested has a
right to have his case heard
within 10 days by a grand
jury to determine whether
enough evidence exists to
keep the charge alive until
trial. There are no grand jury
indictments in juvenile court,
so an unfounded case may
languish for months before it
is tossed out. In the mean-
time, with the disclosure law
is in place, a 14-year-old will
have been wrongly b: ed a
rapist or a burglar, she sai

Another problem not ad-
dressed by the new law,
Strout said, is that it doesn't
take overcharging into ac-
count. It is routine, she said,
for prosecutors to charge a
defendant with the most seri-
ous crime possible because
they know the case is likely to
be negotiated down during a
plea bargain. A juvenile, she
said, may be charged with
burglary, and thus subjected
to the disclosure law, when
the case is better described as
mere trespassing.

“This is going to have a
wide, wide net,” she said. “It
sweeps ina lut“ot kids who are
Hoh 3

Anyone will be able to pe-
ruse the public disclosure
statements by going to a
DFYS juvenile intake office,
which in Anchorage is at the
McLaughlin Youth Center.

Bob Buttcane, supervisor
of McLaughlin’s juvenile in-
take office, said records will
be listed alphabetically and
chronologically. If the mi-
nor is arrested and the case
is filed in court, the docu-
ment will be available with-
in 48 hours of the incident,
he said. If the case is han-
dled informally, wi ¢
ing to court, the o 3
try to have the record a
able within a month after i
receives the police report on
the incident generated from
the incident. 4

The law also 2






